Editorials by Kentucky Law Journal
Kentucky Law Journal
Volume 12 | Issue 4 Article 4
1924
Editorials
Kentucky Law Journal
Follow this and additional works at: https://uknowledge.uky.edu/klj
Right click to open a feedback form in a new tab to let us know how this document benefits
you.
This Comment is brought to you for free and open access by the Law Journals at UKnowledge. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kentucky Law
Journal by an authorized editor of UKnowledge. For more information, please contact UKnowledge@lsv.uky.edu.
Recommended Citation
Kentucky Law Journal (1924) "Editorials," Kentucky Law Journal: Vol. 12 : Iss. 4 , Article 4.
Available at: https://uknowledge.uky.edu/klj/vol12/iss4/4
KENTUCKY LAW JOURNAL
Vol. XI. May, 1924. No. 4.
Published four times a year by the College of Law, University of Ken-
tucky. Issued in November, January, March and May.
SuBscaRrio PICE $2.00 PMs YEA. 65c rn IiUMBEH
Pnomsso W. LEWIS RoE.Ts ............. Faculty Adviser
J. W. Gumox, J .................................. . .Eitor-in-Chief
R. AT. CoLEAN__ .. . ........................................... - - Business Manager
BAsr. Fos. ........................................ ........ Assistant Business Manager
CASE COMMENT DEPARTMENT
J. W. CAMArCHx Miss Louis. CARSON ASTOR Homn
E. R. JoHasoN
EDITORIAL
CONCLUSIONS DRAWN FROM BAR EXAMINATION
STATISTICS.
The accompanying table from "The Law Student" of The
American Law Book Co. for February, 1924, presents some in-
teresting facts which are worthy of our consideration. The aver-
age per cent. of failures on state bar examinations as computed
from it is between 35 and 40. If the states are divided roughly
into four groups according to the per cent. of failures, Kentucky,
with an average of 12 per cent for two examinations, is grouped
with Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, and Tennes-
see. In the next group, showing from 16 per cent. to 30 per
cent. of failures, are Colorado, Missouri, Mississippi, Oregon and
West Virginia. In the group showing from 31 per cent. to 45
per cent. failures, stand California, Georgia, Illinois, Maine,
Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, and Wiscon-
sin. In the group showing from 46 per cent. failures up, stand
Alabama, Arizona, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Massa-
chusetts, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Rhode Island, and Texas.
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The last group is the largest, and contains the states -which are
usually considered to have the strongest courts and most learned
bars.
The states having the largest populations, and the greatest
number of law schools with -the largest supply of green legal
timber in them show the biggest per cent. of failures. Arizona,
where 18 took an examination and 10 failed, is one exception,
and Minnesota, where 266 were examined with only 16 failures,
is another.
It appears that the states in which it is easiest to enter the
profession are Minnesota and North Dakota. It may be that the
air of these two states stimulates the brains of prospective law-
yers just as the climate of California is advertised as doing to
fruits, but the miraculous is not to be presumed. Those states
where entry is most difficult are Alabama, Connecticut, Massa-
chusetts, and Texas in the order in which they are named.
A noteworthy fact is that more applicants fail in the fall,
winter, or spring examinations than in those given in the sum-
mer. The cause of this must be that more law school gradu-
ates take them in the summer, and thus lower the per cent. of
failures at that time. The fact that in the few states from which
figures for more than one examination have been secured, the
summer tests have been taken by greater numbers than at other
seasons, would bear out this contention. If this is true, it is
a strong argument for laying the foundation of legal knowledge
by studying in a law school rather than in some attorney's office.
It is certainly true that at the University of Kentucky the major-
ity of law students take the state bar examinations in the sum-
mer after they receive their law degrees, and practically all
the men of this state who have attended northern or eastern
schools take them then.
Of course, the absence of any report from 19 states, and
the reporting from many states of exact figures for only one ex-
amination are reasons for caution in adopting any fixed con-
clusions from this table, but it is reasonably doubtful whether
reports from the missing states would materially change the re-
sults.
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BAR EXAmIwATION STATISTIcs
State
Ala.
Arlz.
Cal.
Colo.
Conn.
Dist, of
Col.
Ga.
Ill.
Kans.
Ky.
Maine.
Mass.
Mich.
Minn.
Mo.
Miss.
Nebr.
Nev.
Date
No date
given
Nov. '23
June '23
June '23
Dec. '22
June '23
Dec. '23
June '23
June '23
July '23
June '23
Apr. '23
July '23
No date
given
July '23
Sept. '23
Feb. '22
June '22
Oct. '22
Feb. '23
June '23
Feb. '23
July '23
"Last
Exam."
July '23
June '23
1903-23
June '23
1923
Yr. 1923
July '23
June '23
July '22
Mar. '23
June '23
last 5 yrs.No Exact
figures
furnished
No date No Exact
given figures
furnished
Mar. '23 17
Sept. '23 32
July '23 132
No Exact
figures
furnished
18
295
58
81
11
75
No Exact
figures
furnished
75
319
71
21
61
No Exact
figures
furnished
614
206
22
192
26
26
256
20
14
42
No Exact
figures
furnished
22
400
144
26
1057
No Exact
figures
furnished
494
68
15
138
Failed % Failed
About
60
10 55
92 31
15 25
49 60
59 50
61 81
About 50
Passed
8
203
43
32
59
14
41
204
62
14
58
"A large
percentage
fail"
231
116
21
182
26
21
186
14
10
37
13
247
74
17
"All
passed"
199
51
7
118
"Only about
one-fourth
pass"
11
24
82
383
90
1
10
0
5
70
6
4
5
"Just an
even one-
third failed"
9
153
70
9
295
17
8
20
6
8
40
one-half"
34
115
9
7
3
Ohio
Ore.
R. L'
Tenn.
Texas
W. Va.
Wis.
9
45
36
13
33%
5
50
to 33%
62
43
4.5
5
0
19.6
27
30
28
11
33%
40
38
48
34
54
0
59
25
53
14
'About
40"
75
35
25
32
